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ceedings of our own society, and elsewhere. But now ill health and 
sorrow arrested his work, and a cloud of mental infirmity overcast his 
last days. He was a man of fine appearance, full of energy, business 
talent, and public spirit, and of marked character. He was unmarried. 
He gave his botanical collections and library to the University of his 
native State, and bequeathed the principal part of the somewhat ample 
property which he had acquired to excellent charities, and for the pro- 
motion of the study of his favorite science in the State of Rhode 
Island. If his bequest for this purpose is carried into full effect, a 
very important foundation will be laid for the study of botany in this 
country, which should keep his name in perpetual remembrance. The 
name of Olney is borne by more than one species of plant of his own 
discovery, and by a remarkable genus, a Leguminous tree of Arizona, 
discovered by one of his former associates. 

GEOKGE B. WOOD. 

There are but few names in the medical profession of this country 
more widely known than that of Dr. George B. Wood. 

Holding as he did, for thirty-eight years, important professorships in 
the chief centre of medical learning on this continent, his influence 
upon hundreds of students of pharmacy and medicine must necessarily 
have been deeply felt and wide spread. 

He was born at Greenwich, New Jersey, March 13, 1797, and edu- 
cated at the University of Pennsylvania, receiving his degree in 1818. 

In two years after graduation he began to teach chemistry, and in 
two years more was appointed Professor of that science in the Phila- 
delphia College of Pharmacy. From this time onward he was en- 
gaged in the teaching of materia medica and of the theory and practice 
of medicine, until his appointment as Professor Emeritus in the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, in 1860. With this event, however, his in- 
terest in medical education did not cease, for in 1865 Dr. Wood 
endowed an auxiliary Faculty of Medicine in the University of Penn- 
sylvania for the teaching of certain sciences, which are usually some- 
what thrust aside or neglected in the hurried three (or two) years of 
the usual American medical course. 

Dr. Wood was the author of numerous and valuable works, chiefly 
relating to his profession, although a volume of historical and bio- 
graphical papers was published in 1872. 

His most voluminous and best-known works were the United States 
Dispensatory, written in conjunction with Dr. Franklin Bache, and 
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first published in 1843, a "Treatise on the Practice of Medicine," in 
1847, and a " Treatise on Therapeutics and Pharmacology," in 1856. 
All of these went through several editions. 

Of these, the first work is probably that in connection with which 
his name will be always remembered. Although only a part author, 
it is stated that he wrote fully two thirds of the book. A certain 
amount of familiarity with this volume and with its subject is neces- 
sary for an appreciation of the vast amount of labor and research 
which must have been bestowed upon it. Although at the present day 
the changes of commerce have made a part of the information con- 
tained therein unreliable or useless, and the chemical and therapeutic 
sciences must of course leave it behindhand in their rapid progress, 
yet there is hardly a subject connected even remotely with materia 
medica on which an amount of information commensurate with its 
importance cannot be found, and it must always remain, not only a 
monument to the fidelity and industry of the authors, but a fixed land- 
mark of the most advanced position of the pharmaceutic sciences 
at the time of its publication. 

The life of Professor Wood was a long and active one, and he was 
enabled to see the fruition of his own work, and enjoy the well-earned 
honors of the veteran in his profession. 



FOREIGN HONORARY MEMBERS. 

FRIEDRICH WILHELM RITSCHL. 

Friedrich Wilhelm Ritschl died at Leipzig, November 9, 1876. 
He was born April 6, 1806, in Gross vargula, near Erfurt, attended 
school at Erfurt and Wittenberg, and entered the University of Leip- 
zig as student of Law. He soon transferred himself to the depart- 
ment of Classical Philology, in which he ultimately became the first 
of living scholars. He finished his academic studies at Halle, where, 
in 1829, he began to lecture as Privat-docent. In 1832 he was made 
Professor extraordinarius at Halle, and in 1833 Professor ordinarius at 
Breslau. In 1839 he went to Bonn as Professor, and there he passed 
the most active period of his life as a teacher, from 1839 to 1865. 
Few, if any, American students of philology in Germany during that 
period failed to spend at least one term in Bonn under the instruction 
of Ritschl. No other German professor of his day could inspire hia 
vol. xiv. (n. s. vi.) 24 



